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As a first-grade teacher and the 2025 National Civil Air Patrol ACE Teacher of the 

Year, Mrs. Dorrell believes that even our youngest learners can begin to dream big. 

Aviation/aerospace STEM lessons have been the perfect way to help her students 

do just that.   This year she has continued the successful implementation of the 

Civil Air Patrol ACE (Aerospace Connections in Education) lessons, as well as 

other selected aviation/aerospace STEM lessons.  Each one has sparked curiosity, 

excitement, and meaningful learning in her classroom. 

Mrs. Dorrell also works diligently to make sure that each CAP ACE and 

aviation/aerospace STEM lesson is aligned with Florida’s Science, B.E.S.T. 

Mathematics and Social Studies standards, allowing for strong academic 

integration while maintaining a sense of wonder and exploration.   For example, (a) 

while constructing balsa airplanes students were introduced to the four basic parts 

of an airplane/glider: cockpit, wings, fuselage, and tail. Then as they practiced 

flying their glider, they were introduced to the four forces of flight: lift, weight, 

thrust and drag.   This allowed them to discover how the force with which they toss 

the glider and the angle at which they released it affected the glider’s flight 

performance. (b) After constructing windsocks; students learned how they allow 

pilots to see the direction and estimate the speed of wind.  Learning that pilots take 

off into the wind to help push more air over the wing to achieve lift.  Students were 

able to connect this knowledge when flying their gliders and also when they had 

the opportunity to fly boomerangs outside.  

Beyond her work in the primary grades, she also is one of the High School 

Odyssey of the Mind (OM) Vehicle Team coaches.  Having coached for several 

years she now has the opportunity to coach former young learners.    Her HS OM 

Team has competed at the OM World Finals for the past three years. Of special 

note her current team won first place at the Florida Regional OM Competition 

during February 2026 and will be competing at the Florida State OM Competition 

on Saturday, 4 April 2026.   This work allows her to continue supporting creativity, 

engineering, and collaborative problem-solving with older students as well as her 

youngest learners.   


